
“Involve me and I will under-

stand”    Zoe Elder 

 “Sharing objectives opens up a conversation about 

learning and lets  students know where they’re         

supposed to be headed ”    Dylan Wiliam 

Term 1 LTLW Postcards 

Using the PITs we have seen some great practice around school during term 1,  we also had setting objectives, 

as a T&L briefing this term (tips on P2) and this will also be part of the next CSM on 10th November.  

Focus: 

Positive Relationships 

T&L briefings T1 

 

 

 

Term 1 we focused on posi-

tive behaviour management. 

The way we talk to students 

and build a positive relation-

ship. Your ideas from the ses-

sions are here, including the 

ideas from Andy Vass and 

Sue Pennington. Term 2 will 

focus on the quality of class-

room talk, with an emphasis 

on  using  subject specific 

language. We are calling this 

verbal literacy. 

Stop press : T&L briefings T2: With a focus on developing our students confidence and helping them articulate their progress, we have some 

sessions with a focus on verbal literacy. How we encourage students to express themselves in the language of your subject.  

Teaching and Learning Newsletter : Term 1 

Andy Vass—discipline cycles to 

build respect, from the first T&L 

briefing. Remembering the im-

portance of take-up time and non-

verbal cues. 

Andy Vass :  “Repeated low level disruption can be the most stressful. You need to consider 

your comments and use of body language carefully to influence positive responses.” 

Dialogue tips 
'maybe you were...and now I want you 
to...'.  
I'm impressed by... 
I'm pleased to notice that... 
I enjoy the way.... 
I appreciate... 
It's good to see you remembered to 
I noticed that you..... 

Plus 
•Proximity – stand near pupil whilst 
engaging rest of class 



Term 2 

 
Focus : Student 

Skills 
  

Verbal Literacy – Developing student skills 
 
Here is the full line-up of T&L briefing topics for 
term 2. The focus is building articulacy we have 
called this verbal literacy.  
  
Week 1 – MFL – developing language 
How students learn language, hints and tips from MFL 
Week 2 – English – Creative Literacy 
Describing a new English/VPA literacy course for KS3 
Week 3 – VPA – Building skills in Arts 
How students develop verbal literacy in practical subjects 
Week 4 – Making the most of key words 
Taking literacy beyond key words 
Week 5 – P4C – Developing confident speech 
Building confident expression 
Week 6 – Fish Feedback 
Friendly, informative, specific and helpful feedback. 

T&L Events  : Term 2 

Teaching and Learning Briefings Term 2 CSM : November 10th 

 

Twilight CPD : December 4th : ‘what am I working on..’ 

This will be the first ‘research session’ from your chosen 

CPD strand. I have included examples of action research 

projects I have helped manage and you will have planning 

forms to complete, with your focus chosen as part of the 

appraisal process. Your facilitator will be in touch!  

The next CSM will focus on techniques to build resilience in 

students. Many of the ideas are widely used in schools 

which follow a ‘growth mind-set’ model, which was pio-

neered by Carol Dweck. 

As part of this we will include literacy for learning and how 

to build the learning power of our students.  You will have 

lots of  practical tips to take away from the session.  

 Hot Topics  : Lesson Objectives….. 
Following the T&L briefing this term, lesson objectives was a hot-topic. We will re-visit this in the CSM in November but have included 

some of the ideas for objectives from the session.  Objectives need to be learning based and referred to at the beginning, end and 

through-out the lesson. Big Questions work really well here….as do thunks...the suggestions are below…. 

There is a great link here : http://www.slideshare.net/didau/51-ways-to-introduce-learning-objectives-9929425 

 



T&L Article    :  Engagement  

What is ‘engagement’ and where does it come from, anyway?  : Zoe Elder—Full on Learning  

Learners are brilliant at picking up on teacher-speak. We will often hear and 

read what we consider to be highly self-aware comments from them such as, “I 

need to be more motivated in (subject)” or “I need to be more engaged in 

my (subject) lessons”. The thing is that it doesn’t always follow that learners 

share the same (or any) understanding of what this actually means*. 

*When asking a Year 8 pupil what they enjoyed about a lesson they had just 

had, they replied to me, “Miss always does plenaries.” As you can imagine, I 

was delighted with this response. When I asked what it was about these that 

they liked so much, they replied, “That’s the bit where we get to pack up.” I 

am sure I’ve written about this before, but it does a great job in demon-

strating the gap between teacher-speak and learner-understanding. 

Taking the time to work out exactly what behaviours we want to see in practice so that these can, therefore,  be  deliberately          

encouraged, actively observed and frequently reflected back to learners will go some way to bridge the gap between what we say and 

what we expect to see. Not only that, it provides us with a lovely opportunity to instigate some top-notch learning conversations that 

will hand over the responsibility for learning to the learners. So if we can communicate exactly what we mean when we ask for more 

‘motivation’, ‘independence’ and ‘engagement’ then we can deliberately design it into learning opportunities. Not only that but we 

can then ask learners to reflect on whether they think they are showing it 

(because they know what they should be doing to show it) and in this 

way, we can mutually celebrate it when it happens. 

 

From Zoe’s great blogs I have added two images which will be familiar. 

Motivation as shown comes from the need to belong, the desire to do 

and the capability to do it. Our theme for term 2 is resilience and a focus 

on behaviour. This article covered these elements for me, if we can build 

learning power, we can also build behaviours which foster engagement 

and help students achieve their full potential. Read more at the Learning 

at Larkmead blog : http://learningatlarkmead.wordpress.com/ 

Next Issue : 

Impact of  

 

 

Action Research  

      Examples 



Most Able update  

 

Who are ‘most able’? 

If a pupil is ‘most able’ they will have achieved a level 5 in English and/or Maths, and may also have scored 

30 average points or more in the KS2 SATs. This indicates that they have arrived at Larkmead with clear  

cognitive abilities, which need to be developed and challenged, in order for them to make the appropriate 

levels of  progress between KS3 and KS4. 

What is extended learning? 

Extended learning includes trips, clubs and experiences, which help the students make progress out of         

lessons. Homework is a key element of extended learning, as it is formal learning which takes place outside 

of the lesson environment. If you are planning to organise any trips, events and experiences which will     

support our students to make progress, please let me know. 

Initial target grades 

Year 10 target setting day was an excellent opportunity for tutors to discuss the introduction of initial target 

grades to year 10 pupils and their parents.  This system is designed to increase student aspirations, and it 

was great to see that both pupils and parents were very positive about having the opportunity to raise      

target grades in consultation with teachers, especially those pupils who were disappointed with their initial 

target grades.   Due to the new initial target grade system not being in place when the Year 11 target setting 

day was held, year 11 pupils may not understand what “initial target grade” means or be aware that they 

can increase their target grade.  Can you therefore please ensure you explain to your year 11 pupils what 

initial target grades are and how pupils can go about increasing them.  The recent round 13 tracking should 

provide you with the perfect opportunity to have this discussion. 

Homework tips 

A recent survey found that the most able pupils at Larkmead find homework to be a really useful tool for 

preparing them for their exams and consolidate their understanding of  a topic, as long as the homework is       

relevant.   Please ensure that when you set homework, you make it clear to pupils the purpose of the home-

work and how it will help them to be successful in their GCSE.  Hopefully this will improve pupil’s engage-

Kelly Monaghan and Shannon Dover, both      

Larkmead students, are both firing on all cylin-

ders at BMW’s Mini plant this week writes Jill 

Oliver in the Oxford Mail this week.  

They are among  eighteen students on a four-

day visit as part of a drive to attract more        

females into car manufacturing. 

 



Extended Learning - Events Term 2  

 

Extended Learning Opportunities 

Cyber Challenge Day - Friday 7th November 

Up to 60 year 10 pupils will be taking part in a Cyber Challenge Day in November.  This is being run the      

Apprentice Launchpad, which is aimed at pupils studying science, engineering and/or technology and        

predicted A*-C in English and maths.  The Pupils will be challenged to thwart a group of cyber criminals and 

deactivate a mysterious “communications device”.  The day will consist of a cryptology challenge where   

pupils will need to find a password to a laptop computer, use an endoscope to explore a small space and 

find out vital information, and finally use the KNEX building system to create a deactivation device that will 

remove a wire from a terminal.  Each team’s product will be presented and tested and a winning team       

selected based on their product’s performance, team working, aesthetics, cost and marketing. 

At the end of the day, pupils will have the chance to sign up to the Apprenticeship Launchpad, which         

provides pupils from schools in the Didcot and Abingdon area the opportunity to get Science, Engineering 

and Technology apprenticeships with local employers.  Apprenticeship Launchpad members are invited to 

six interactive workplace-related sessions throughout the year, helping pupils to gain real-life experience 

with engineering and manufacturing businesses, the opportunity to meet with employers who will be       

recruiting apprentices, and a chance to gain valuable skills. 

NEC Skills Show - Thursday 13th November 

Approximately 48 pupils from years 10, 11 and 13 have been invited 

to attend the NEC Skills Show in Birmingham on Thursday 13th No-

vember.  The NEC Skills Show is the UK’s largest skills and careers 

event, and attracts over 75,000 visitors a year.  It provides students 

with a fantastic opportunity to find out about further education and 

Apprenticeships offered across five career sectors: Built Environ-

ment, Cultural and Creative Arts, Engineering, IT and Business Ad-

ministration and Social and Professional Services.  Students will 

have the chance to take part in hands-on skills activities, meet          

talented young people already working in these sectors, and hear 

from industry insiders and careers experts. 



 

Extended Learning - Events Term 2  

Opportunities being offered by the University of Oxford 

German Taster Events - November 2014 

St Hilda’s and St John’s colleges are hosting a collection of Modern Languages events for language teachers and students in 

Years 9, 10, 11 and 12, to learn about studying languages at Oxford University and to explore the 'Germans in Britain'            

exhibition at St John's College. These events include lectures by guest speakers Marcus Ferrar, Tony Grenville and Angus 

Nicholls. 

 Tuesday 25 November 2014 – German Taster Day for students in Years 9, 10 and 11 

 Wednesday 26 November 2014 – German Taster Day for students in Years 10 and 11 

 Friday 28 November 2014 – German Study Day for students in Year 12 

 Friday 28 November 2014 – Teachers and Tutors German Forum 

 

Shadowing Scheme 

The Oxford University Student Union runs Target Schools, a programme that debunks various myths about Oxford. One way 

they do this is by an annual shadowing scheme for UK students in Year 12.  

Each Year 12 student will be matched to an undergraduate studying the course they’d like to study, they will then shadow that 

undergraduate for half a day, going to their lectures, labs and tutorials. For the rest of the day there will be tours of Oxford, 

talks on student life, a personal statement workshop and an interview training session. This is a great way for potential         

applicants to experience the Oxford teaching style and see what being an Oxford student is really like. 

 

Science Video Competition - deadline: Monday 1 December 2014 

Can your students tell the public something about our scientific research in a 2 minute video?  

Last year's winners came up with a great video on virus therapy: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCZVaVUjihA. Can your 

students do better? The top three entries will win Amazon vouchers, a trophy, and a chance to visit the labs and scientists at 

Oxford University. 

To get your starter pack please e-mail martin.christlieb@oncology.ox.ac.uk by Friday 31 October  

 

Oxford Medical School Gazette Essay Competition - deadline: Friday 5 December 2014   

Students in years 11, 12 and 13 are invited to write up to 1000 words on the following question: "The medical profession is 

constantly pushing boundaries in an attempt to improve treatments and save lives. Is this a good thing, or is it possible to push 

boundaries too far?" 

The winner of the competition will receive £100 of book tokens and their essay will be published in the Gazette, the oldest 

medical student journal in the world  

 

Christopher Tower Poetry Competition - deadline: Friday 27 February 2015   

All UK students between 16 and 18 are encouraged to enter the 2015 Christopher Tower poetry competition which opened on 

National Poetry Day, Thursday 2 October. This year’s theme is ‘CELLS’ and the judges are Ian McMillan, Helen Mort and Peter 

McDonald. The competition winner will receive £3,000; second prize is £1,000 and the third prize is £500  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QCZVaVUjihA
mailto:martin.christlieb@oncology.ox.ac.uk


 

Pupil Premium update 

Pupil Premium Headline Data 

Massive progress in relation to literacy for pupil   

premium students. 

Combined Eng Langauge FSM GCSE A*-C in-

creased by 31%. 

Gap between FSM and Cohort Nat Avg de-

cresed by 16.4% in Eng Lang GCSE. 

Gap between FSM and non-FSM closing in 

both English Lit/Lang comparing 2013 and 

2014 data. 

 

FSM 5 A*-C E&M increased by 7.8% overall. 

5A*-C E&M is almost double 2013 levels for PP stu-

dents (from 18.2% to 37.5%). 

5A*-C has increased from 24% to 45.8%. 

 

Do you have a pupil premium student who 

isn’t doing their homework? 

Make the most of Power Hour! 

Power Hour is an after-school homework club           

exclusively for Pupil Premium students. 

One of its main aims is to help PP students who are 

struggling with homework. 

If you have a pupil premium student who is missing 

homework, please contact Mr Godwin: 

a.godwin2@... 

A list of students who already attend can be found in:  

Staff/Power Hour/Registers/2013/14 

Feel free to swing by PowerHour in CR1 and use it 

to meet with your PP students, to help them 

with homework, 


